Comparison of NCCLS microdilution method and Etest in antifungal susceptibility testing of clinical Trichosporon asahii isolates.
We investigated the in vitro activity of amphotericin B, fluconazole, and itraconazole against clinical Trichosporon asahii isolates (n = 43) by NCCLS M27A reference microdilution method and explored the correlation between Etest and NCCLS reference method. Microdilution MIC ranges following 48 h of incubation were 1-8, 0.25-16, and 0.06-4 microg/ml for amphotericin B, fluconazole, and itraconazole, respectively. The corresponding Etest MIC ranges were determined as 0.125- > 8, 0.25- > 64, and 0.03-8 microg/ml. Of interest, Etest tended to produce lower amphotericin B MICs and widen the MIC range compared to microdilution. The influence of Etest on fluconazole and itraconazole MICs was in contrary with that observed for amphotericin B. Etest MICs of fluconazole and itraconazole tended to be higher than microdilution MICs. The wider range of amphotericin B MICs obtained by using Etest methodology may facilitate discrimination of isolates with reduced susceptibility to amphotericin B. However, clinical significance of these findings remain yet unknown and determination of MIC breakpoint values is required.